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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article J 7(2)(a) for the following reasons: 
1. | | Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. [x] Claims Nos.: 1-4, 6-7 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 

(See extra sheet) 



3. Qj] Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1. Q^j As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable 

claims. 

2. | | As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 

of any additional fee. 

3. | [ As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 

only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. | | No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest { j The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

) | No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Continuation of Box No. 1-2 of continuation of first sheet (1) 

What specific structures the wording "a compound having 2 to 32 hydroxyl 
groups (component (a) ) " and the wording x> a compound having at least two 
hydroxyl-reactive functional groups (component (b) ) " in claim 1 include 
cannot be clearly grasped, so that what specific structures the wording 
"a crosslinked compound" obtainedby reacting component (a) with component 
(b) includes is also unclear. 

In this respect, the same applies to claims 2-4 and 6-7 referring 
to claim 1. 

Among the above crosslinked compounds, only compounds obtained by 
using triethanolamine or glycerin as the component (a) and ethylene glycol 
diglycidyl ether, polyethylene glycol diglycidyl ether, or sorbitol 
polyglycidyl ether as the component (b) are specifically disclosed in 
the description by means of specif ic preparative examples and test results 
permitting objective confirmation of effects as soil-releasing agent. 
Therefore, it is not considered that crosslinked compounds far different 
from these compounds in structure and properties also exhibit equivalent 
effects . 

Thus, claims 1-4 and 6-7 are not clearly and concisely disclosed and 
not fully supported by the description, so that they do not satisfy* the 
prescribed requirements provided for in PCT Article 6. 

As to claims 1-4 and 6-7, partial search has been made on the basis 
of Examples. 
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